
Sermon Notes 
Lord, Teach Us To Pray And Why To Pray - Part 1  

What Would God Do If His People Prayed?   2 Chronicles 7:11-14 
  
  
God's call for His people to pray:  
 
1. Is a call to His ____________ people.  

x Common misinterpretations of this text need to be corrected: 
o America is not God's chosen people.   
o This is not a call for prayer in schools, the capitol, public events, etc.  
o This is not a promise for America (China, Mexico, etc) to be restored. 

x A better interpretation of this text: 
o God's chosen people are   

1) Israel in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 7:6) 
2) the church in the New Testament.  (1 Peter 2:9) 

o God calls Christ-followers, His church, to pray. (and Israel in the OT) 
o God promises to restore His people enabling them to do what He called them to do. 

  
God chose Israel and the church to show _______ nations His glory and salvation.  
(Isaiah 41:8-42:7, 43:10, 43:6, Jeremiah 33:9, Ezekiel 36:23, 1 Peter 2:9, Matthew 28:19-20) 

  
Disobedience, pride, division, prayerlessness are Satan's evil schemes aimed to prevent the church from 
showing the world God's glory and salvation.  (Ephesians 6:10-20) 
  
Prayer is the church's weapon to defeat Satan's evil schemes.  (Ephesians 6:10-20) 

  
  

2. Is a call to humble ourselves. 
Humble yourself means:  make yourself ________; submit yourself to God. 
  
God ________________ the proud, prayer-less person.  James 4:6 
 
God gives __________and help the humble, praying believer.  James 4:6-10 
  
  

3. Is a call to a life of prayer. 
Jesus regularly spent large amounts of time humbling Himself and praying to the Father. 
>He woke up __________and prayed before daylight. Mark 1:35 
>He stayed up ________ praying all night. Luke 6:12 
>He sought solitude to pray _________. Matthew 14:23 
>He made it His regular practice to pray__________. Luke 5:16 
>He took His disciples with Him to pray _______________. Luke 9:28 
>He prayed with loud cries and _________.  Hebrews 5:7 
 
Jesus calls believers to follow Him praying like He prayed.  John 12:26  
  



4. Is a call to seek God's face. 
What does it mean to "seek" something?  It means to desire and ____________ getting that thing. 
Why seek God’s “face”?  Because having God, Himself, is ____________ than having other things. 
The aim of prayer is to have God, Himself, and be made content by Him. Psalm 27:4  
The aim of prayer is to have God's will done on earth as it is in heaven.  Matthew 6:9 9  
  
  

5. Is a call to turn away from our sinful disobedience. 
We are commanded to pray repent of our disobedience. James 4:8-9, James 5:16, Luke 11:4 
We are commanded to confess being reminded that we are forgiven.  1 John 1:9 

  
6. Includes His promise to hear our plea.  1 John 5:14-15  
 
 
7. Includes His promise to forgive our sins.  1 John 1:9, Ezekiel 36:25-26 
 
  
8. Includes His promise to restore His chosen people. 

Prayer is the pathway for the church to be God's light to the world.  Ephesians 5:8, Philippians 2:15  
 
 
 
We must respond to God's call for us to pray. 

x God, I know You're calling me to a deeper life of prayer. 
x Help me seek You in prayer more. 
x Help our church seek You in prayer more. 
x Show me what a deeper life of prayer means for me. 

 


